Group of the Italian Society of Rheumatology (SIR) was founded during the 68 th SIR Congress, on November 2011. The request of activation of this group was based on the increasing interest and the widespread diffusion of ultrasound in the scientific rheumatology community and on the solid experience of some Italian rheumatologists in the field. The aims of the Study Group are to stimulate the applications and use of ultrasound in the clinical practice at the level of the Italian rheumatology units and, in addition, to develop research projects at a national level. In order to know the entity of the diffusion of ultrasound in Italy, a survey has been distributed to the regional delegates as well as to the heads of the rheumatology departments that were mentioned in the SIR web site. Because we didn't have access to the email addresses of all rheumatologists in Italy, and to avoid errors in the transmission of the questionnaire, we decided to use the information reported in the SIR web site. The survey, that was based on a series of questions related to the use of ultrasound by the Italian rheumatologists, was then distributed to the local teams.
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The survey consisted of a first short part, that included questions concerning general demographic and professional data, and of a second specific part represented by 14 questions regarding the ultrasonographic training, the applications of ultrasonography in daily clinical practice and the level of ultrasonographic equipment used.
n RESULTS Sixty-five clinicians (60 rheumatologists and 5 rheumatology's residents), corresponding to the 5.3% of SIR members, answered the survey. Thirty-four of them (52%; 29 rheumatologists and 5 residents) were from 15 different university departments and 30 (46%) from 23 different Italian hospitals. In addition, one survey was completed by a private rheumatologist. Accordingly, answers were received from 15/34 (44.1%) university centers and from 23/61 (37.7%) Italian hospitals. The participants in the survey had been working as rheumatologists for 13.5 years on average (range 1-40). Forty-eight clinicians (73.8%) referred to 
